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Predestination: Do We Choose God or Does God Choose Us? 

I. Introduction: What to make of predestination? 

• Glorious gospel… 
29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; 
those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 31What, then, shall we say in 
response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? […] 38For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 8:29-31, 38-39, NIV84) 

• …or devilish doctrine? 

“If ever man worshipped a false God, he [Calvin] did. The being described in his five points, is 
not the God whom you and I acknowledge and adore, the creator and benevolent governor of 
the world; but a dæmon of malignant spirit. It would be more pardonable to believe in no God 
at all, than to blaspheme him by the atrocious attributes of Calvin.” (Thomas Jefferson)  1

II. Head 

A. Romans 9: Divine sovereignty… 

• Context: What about Israel? 

1. 9:6-13: God’s election is not based on our merit. 

• 9:6-9: Not based on physical descent… 

• 9:10-13: …nor on works 

    “[S]inners are attractive because they are loved; they are not loved because  
    they are attractive.” (Martin Luther)  2

  

    “The love of God does not find but creates that which is pleasing to it.” (Martin  
    Luther)  3

2. 9:14-18: Rather, God’s election is based on His mercy. 
3At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another. 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. (Titus 3:3-5a, 
NIV84) 
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3. 9:19-24: God’s election is just. 

a. We’re not qualified to judge God. (9:20) 

        “Monstrous surely is the madness of the human mind, that it is more disposed   
        to charge God with unrighteousness than to blame itself for blindness.” (John   
        Calvin)  4

b. God has His purposes. (9:22-24) 

c. God is good, and therefore we can trust Him. (9:24ff.) 

B. Romans 10: …and human responsibility 

• God is sovereign… 

1. 10:8-13: …but we still must call on Him. 

2. 10:14-17: …but we still must preach the gospel. 

3. 10:18-21: …but we are still morally responsible. 

C. Conclusion: Both are true! 

• A few illustrations 

• King in his castle 

• Nature of light 

• Railroad tracks 

• A few verses 

• Gen 50:20; Pr 16:1, 9 

     “In his heart a man plans his    
     course, but the Lord determines  
     his steps.” (Pr 16:9, NIV84)  

III. Heart & Hands: Why predestination is both practical and personal 

• If you believe in predestination, it will give you a(n) 

• Peace and joy that conquers circumstances. 

• Assurance and freedom that conquers doubt. 

• Humility and grace that conquers competition.
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