
God, the Gospel, and Israel 

I. Does Israel matter? 

A. Getting the news right 

• Israel, Palestine, and the Middle East: The conflict that’s not going to go away 

• Some headlines… 

B. Getting the world right 

• Claim: Israel as (a) key to world history. 

C. Getting the Bible right 

• The Bible: Many books, one story 

• Everyone agrees Israel plays a role in 

that story, but what exactly is that role? 

II. The story of Israel 

A. Call (Before Jesus) 

1. Backstory: God’s incredible promise 

• The promise: One day a human deliverer will deliver humanity from sin. 

    “…he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

• The Old Testament is a bit like a funnel. It “narrows down” the promise to Jesus 

the further along you go. 
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2. One promise… three covenants 

• Covenants 

• Flow from the promise. 

• Give more information about the fulfillment of the promise. 

• Can be conditional or unconditional (whether in whole or in part). 

 

a) Abrahamic covenant 

    “I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a  
    blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt.  
    All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:2-3) 

• God is going to fulfill the promise through one family. He promises to give 

them… 

• …a nation. 

• …a land (Genesis 12:7). 

• …blessing for themselves. 

• …blessing for others. 

• …the promised Messiah! 

• The obstacle: Sin! 
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b) Davidic covenant 

    “[W]hen you die and are buried with your ancestors, I will raise up one of your descendants, your  
    own offspring, and I will make his kingdom strong. … I will secure his royal throne forever. … If he  
    sins, I will correct and discipline him with the rod … But my favor will not be taken away from him  
    as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from your sight. Your house and your kingdom will  
    continue before me for all time, and your throne will be secure forever.” (2 Samuel 7:12-16) 

• God is going to fulfill the promise by raising up a king from David’s (and 

Abraham’s) line. 

• The obstacle: Sin! 

c) New covenant 

“The day is coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel 
and Judah. This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I 
loved them as a husband loves his wife,” says the Lord. “But this is the covenant I will make with 
the people of Israel on that day,” says the Lord. “I will put my instructions deep within them, and I 
will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. … And I will 
forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember their sins.” (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

• God is going to fulfill the promise by dealing with the problem of sin. 

3. One family… all nations (Isaiah 2:2-4) 

B. Fall (Jesus’ First Coming) 

• Israel rejects her Messiah! 

• Israel temporarily cut off… 

   “Israel has experienced a hardening in part” (Romans 11:25) 

• …but their rejection is neither total… (Romans 11:1-10) 

• …nor permanent. (Romans 11:11-32) 

• Gentiles grafted in  

   “[Y]ou [Gentiles] have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience” (Romans 11:30) 

   “Yet they [the Jews] are still the people he loves because he chose their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac,  
   and Jacob.” (Romans 11:28b) 
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C. Redemption (Jesus’ Second Coming) 

• Regathering of the Jews (Isaiah 11:11-12)  1

• Redemption of the remnant (Zechariah 12-14)  2

   “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and  
   supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one  
   mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.” (Zechariah  
   12:10) 

• Renewal of the world (Romans 11:15)  3

III. Nitty-gritty 

A. Does the modern state of Israel have theological significance? 

B. Should Christians support the state of Israel? 

C. Should Christians support Palestine? 

D. What should I make of the Hebrew Roots movement? 

E. How can I share the love of Jesus with Jewish people? 

See also Deut 30:1-5; Ezek 11:17-18; 20:32-38, 41-42; 28:25-26; 36:8-12, 24-38; 37:12-14, 21; 39:25-29; Mic 1

2:12-13; Zeph 3:20; Zech 10:8-10
See also Deut 30:1-10; Ps 107; Isa 1:25-27; 4:2-6; 10:20-21; 37:31-32; Jer 30-31; 32:39-41; 33:8-9, 14-26; 50:20; 2

Ezek 11:19-20; 20:40-44; 36:25-26; 37:9-14, 23-24; 39:25-29; Hos 3:4-5; Mic 4:6-8; 7:18-20; Zeph 3:11-20; Zech 
10:6-8; Mal 3:2-3; Lk 21:25-28; Acts 1:11; 3:19-21
See also Isa 2:2-4; Mic 4:1-5; Zech 8:23; 14:16-193
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Recommended resources:  

Books 

McDermott, Gerald R. The New Christian Zionism: Fresh Perspectives on Israel and the Land. Downers Grove, IL:  
 IVP Academic, 2016. 334pp. [This set of essays contains useful material for how Christians might think through  
 the biblical, historical, and political issues surrounding Israel—the land and the modern-day nation. Technical  
 but accessible.] 

Websites 

• One for Israel: www.oneforisrael.org [Incredible testimonies, articles, and resources from a premier outreach  
  to Jews.] 
• The SLJ Institute [Excellent teaching from Dr. S. Lewis Johnson on the place of Israel in God’s plan.] 

• “The Future of Ethnic Israel” (6 talks): http://sljinstitute.net/category/the-future-of-ethnic-israel/ 
• “Jews, Jesus and the World” (16 talks): http://sljinstitute.net/category/jewish-people-jesus-christ-and-

world-history/ 
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