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Is God Anti-Gay? 

I. Culture’s narrative 

A. Where we are 

  1.   Timeline 

 

 

 

  2.   Statistics 
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1892: Early use 
of the term 

“homosexual” 
in the U.S.

1969: Stonewall Rebellion 
marks beginning of the gay 

rights movement

1973: American Psychiatric 
Association declassifies 

homosexuality as a mental 
disorder

Sept. 21, 1996: Clinton 
signs the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA)

May 17, 2004: 
U.S.’s first legal 

same-sex marriage

June 26, 2013: U.S. v. 
Windsor rules key part of 
DOMA unconstitutional

June 26, 2015: 
Obergefell v. Hodges 

legalizes same-sex 
marriage in all fifty states

1890 2015

Above: Gallup poll of 
American attitudes toward 
same-sex marriage,  
1996 to 2015

Left: Pew study 
showing greater 
Christian acceptance 
of homosexuality, 
2007 to 2014
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B. How we got here 

• Modern views on sexuality are a bit like a(n) island. 

• Beneath the surface: centuries of societal and ideological change 

• A historical snapshot: The Enlightenment 

• Pre-Enlightenment: We know objective truth by divine revelation. 

• Enlightenment: We know objective truth by human reason. 

• Post-Enlightenment: There is no objective truth! 

• Where does that leave us? 

• Radical individualism 

• We become our own source for determining… 

• …what is true. 

• …what is right and wrong. 

• …what produces human flourishing. 
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Glossary of LGBTQ terms*: 

• Bisexual: A person emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to more than one sex, 
gender or gender identity though not necessarily simultaneously, in the same way or to the 
same degree. 

• Cisgender: A term used to describe a person whose gender identity aligns with those 
typically associated with the sex assigned to them at birth. 

• Gender dysphoria: Clinically significant distress caused when a person’s assigned birth 
gender is not the same as the one with which they identify. 

• Gender non-conforming: A broad term referring to people who do not behave in a way that 
conforms to the traditional expectations of their gender, or whose gender expression does 
not fit neatly into a category. 

• LGBTQ: An acronym for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer.” 

• Queer: A term people often use to express fluid identities and orientations. Often used 
interchangeably with “LGBTQ” 

• Transgender: An umbrella term for people whose gender identity and/or expression is 
different from cultural expectations based on the sex they were assigned at birth. Being 
transgender does not imply any specific sexual orientation. Therefore, transgender people 
may identify as straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, etc. 

*Excerpted from the Human Rights Campaign website, http://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms.
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C. What it means 

• Individuality creates… 

• …a new ultimate value: freedom. 

“No right, no wrong, no rules for me!” (Elsa from Frozen) 

”Over himself, his own body and mind, the individual is sovereign.” (John Stuart Mill) 

• …a new, self-created identity. 

    ”Life has no meaning a priori … It is up to you to give it a meaning, and value is nothing but the  
    meaning that you choose.” (John-Paul Sartre) 

• …a new mode of living: authenticity. 

”Modern authenticity encourages us to create our own beliefs and morality, the only rule being 
that they must resonate with who we feel we really are. The worst thing we can do is to conform 
to some moral code that is imposed on us from outside—by society, our parents, the church, or 
whoever else. It is deemed to be self-evident that any such imposition would undermine our 
unique identity … The authentic self believes that personal meaning must be found within 
ourselves or must resonate with our one-of-a-kind personality.” (Jonathan Grant) 

II. Christianity’s narrative 

A. Creation 

1. How did God make us? 

a. God made us. 

• What does this mean… 

• …for identity? 

• Our identity is not created but discovered. The more we come to 

know Jesus, the more we come to know ourselves! 

• …for freedom? 

• True freedom is found in being in right relationship with Jesus.  

     ”You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in  
     you.” (Augustine) 

     ”Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Jesus) 

  
b. God made us embodied beings. 

c. God made us sexual beings. 
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2. How did God make marriage? 

a. Marriage is grounded in the complementarity of the sexes. 

• A (re)union of opposites! 

     ”The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable  
     (kenegdo) for him.” (Genesis 2:18, NIV84) 

• kenegdo / ּכנֶגְּדֹו: “like opposite him” or “according to his opposite” 

       ”The man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be  
       called “woman,” for she was taken out of man.’ That is why a man leaves his father  
       and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24,  
       NIV2011, emphasis added) 

”It is this sexual difference that accounts for the depth of union between the man 
and woman. Eve was created out of Adam: made from his body. Their one-flesh 
union is therefore something of a re-union, joining together what had originally 
been one.” (Sam Allberry) 

b. Marriage is between a man and a woman. 

• Procreation: Only marriage between a man and a woman can fulfill God’s 
command to “be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1:28). 

• Jesus thought so, too… 

     ”‘Haven’t you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator “made them male and  
female,” and said, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and the two will become one flesh”? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let man not separate.’” (Matthew 19:4-6, NIV84) 

 
c. Marriage images God. 

• Unity in diversity 

• Christ and the church 

”’For this reason a man will leave his  
father and mother and be united to his  
wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  
This is a profound mystery—but I am talking  
about Christ and the church.” (Ephesians  
5:31-32, NIV84) 
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                Left: A diagram         
              showing the unity  
            and diversity within  
          the Trinity—and  
       which the one-flesh  
     union between husband    
   and wife images.
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B. Fall 

• Romans 1: Sin affects… 

• …our hearts: “They … worshiped and served created things rather than the 
Creator” (1:25 NIV84) 

• …our minds: “he gave them over to a depraved mind” (1:28) 

• …our bodies: “he gave them over to sexual impurity for the degrading of their 
bodies” (1:24) 

• The Fall and homosexuality 

1. The Bible is perfectly clear in what it says… 

• Relevant passages 

• Genesis 1-2 
• Genesis 19 
• Leviticus 18:22; 20:13 
• Romans 1:18-32 
• 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
• 1 Timothy 1:9-10 

• Revisionist readings? 

2. …and perfectly nuanced in what it doesn’t say. It doesn’t say… 

a. …that we can pick our struggles (Jas 3:2). 

b. …that same-sex attraction is caused by specific personal sin (Jn 9:2-3). 

c. …that homosexuality is worse than other sins. 

d. …that God promises to change a person’s sexual orientation. 

• The point… 

C. Salvation 

• The gospel: Wonderful news… for everyone. 

• How we come: In total surrender. 

   ”When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 

• While we wait 

• What we’ll be 
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III. Nitty-gritty 

A. Biblically 

• What does faithfulness look like for a same-sex attracted Christian who wants to 
put Jesus first? 

• Is it really plausible for same-sex attracted Christians to be celibate? 

• Can’t Christians agree to disagree about homosexuality? 

B. Personally 

• What should I do if I experience same-sex attraction? 

• What should I do if a friend or coworker comes out to me? 

• What should I do if my child comes out to me? 

• Should I attend a same-sex wedding? 

• Which pronouns should I use to address a transgender person? 
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C. Societally 

• How can the church be better at showing grace and truth to the LGBTQ 
community? 

• How should Christians deal with the clash between gay rights and religious liberty? 

Recommended resources:  

Books & Articles 

Allberry, Sam. Is God Anti-Gay?: And Other Questions About Homosexuality, the Bible and Same-Sex Attraction.  
 91pp. Epsom: The Good Book Company, 2015. [Clear, short, personal.] 
Butterfield, Rosaria Champagne. The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert: An English Professor’s Journey into  
 Christian Faith. Pittsburgh, PA: Crown & Covenant Publications, 2012. 154pp. [Testimony of a former lesbian  
 who experienced a radical conversion.] 
DeYoung, Kevin. What Does the Bible Really Teach About Homosexuality? Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015. 150pp.  
 [Cut-and-dry examination of biblical passages about homosexuality and what they teach.] 
Hill, Wesley. Washed and Waiting: Reflections on Christian Faithfulness and Homosexuality. Grand Rapids, MI:  
 Zondervan, 2016. 206 pp. [Powerful, inspiring testimony of living as a gay celibate Christian.] 
Keller, Timothy J. “The Bible and Same Sex Relationships: A Review Article,” in Redeemer Report, June 2015,      
      https://www.redeemer.com/redeemer-report/article/the_bible_and_same_sex_relationships_a_review_article.  
      [Critique of popular revisionist arguments about homosexuality and the Bible.] 
Keller, Timothy J. Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the Skeptical. New York: Viking, 2016. 255 pp. [An  
 outstanding, insightful critique of the late-modern cultural narrative that underlies today’s views of sexuality.] 
Roberts, Vaughan. Transgender. Epsom: The Good Book Company, 2016. 75pp. [A short, clear, compassionate  
 book dealing specifically with transgender, but relevant to LGBTQ issues more broadly.] 
Smith, James K. A. How (Not) to Be Secular: Reading Charles Taylor. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2014. 160pp.   
 [An accessible summary of Charles Taylor’s, A Secular Age, a seminal work on how the West became secular.] 

Websites 

• Living Out: www.livingout.org [Excellent testimonies, articles, and resources.] 
• True Freedom Trust: www.truefreedomtrust.co.uk [More testimonies, articles, and resources.] 
• bethinking: www.bethinking.org [General apologetics/cultural engagement, with good LGBTQ material.] 
• Interview with David Bennett: https://vimeo.com/182394169 [Powerful testimony. Highly recommended.] 
• Q&A with David Bennett: https://vimeo.com/182771874 [Excellent insight on homosexuality and the church.]
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